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Chapter 4. Debarment
4.1 General
4.1.1 Debarment is a decision by OPM or NASA to prohibit a person from applying for, or
being appointed to, a Federal position. 

4.1.2 If NASA finds a person unsuitable, it may debar that person from applying for, or
being appointed to, other positions within NASA or recommend to OPM that the person be
debarred from applying for, or being appointed to, all Federal government positions. 

4.1.3 Debarment may be from a specific type of job or from all jobs. 

4.1.4 Debarment can last for up to three years, depending on the nature, recency,
seriousness of the conduct, and other factors. 

4.1.5 OPM's decision to not pursue a Government-wide debarment action does not
preclude NASA from debarring the applicant or appointee NASA-wide. 

4.2 Type of Debarment
4.2.1 Debarment can be imposed at the Agency level or at the Federal level, depending on
the circumstances of the case. 

4.2.2 The Center HRO shall determine if a Federal- or NASA-wide debarment is
warranted, in accordance with OPM guidance, and follow sections 4.3 or 4.4 of this NPR,
as appropriate. 

4.3 Agency-wide Responsibilities
4.3.1 The Center HRO shall: 

a. Forward all appropriate documentation to OHCM WMDD for review and approval. 

b. Ensure the applicant or appointee is afforded due process as defined in 5 C.F.R. 731
Subpart D - Agency Suitability Action Procedures. 

c. Ensure the applicant or appointee is notified of his or her appeal rights to the MSPB, as
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defined in 5 C.F.R. 731.501. 

d. After all due process procedures have been completed, inform OHCM WMDD of the
final decision. 

e. Notify Protective Services of the debarment. 

4.3.2 OHCM WMDD shall: 

a. Approve or disapprove all NASA-wide debarment proposals as appropriate. 

b. Inform the Center HRO, in writing, of debarment proposal approval or disapproval. 

c. Notify the Agency NASA Staffing and Recruitment System (STARS) Point of Contact
(POC) of the debarment determination. 

4.3.3 The NASA STARS POC is responsible for: 

a. Notifying the Resume Operations Center (ROC) of the debarment. 

b. Ensuring that all future applications from the debarred individual remain "inactive" within
NASA STARS for the debarment period. 

c. Notifying the STARS Super Users at each Center of all debarments. 

4.4 Federal-wide Debarment Responsibilities
4.4.1 The Center HRO shall: 

a. Notify OHCM WMDD of the recommendation for Federal-wide debarment and
subsequent outcome. 

b. Forward all appropriate case file documentation to OPM for adjudication. 

c. Support OPM, as necessary, during the Federal-wide debarment process. 

4.5 Additional Period of Debarment
4.5.1 Once the period of debarment expires, NASA may impose an additional period of
debarment only after the person again becomes an applicant or appointee subject to
NASA's suitability jurisdiction. 

4.5.2 NASA shall not extend the debarment if the individual does not apply for another
position after the debarment period has expired. 
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